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The Upper Aire Habitat and Land Management Improvement 

Project is a partnership between Yorkshire Farming and Wildlife 

Partnership, Yorkshire Wildlife Trust and the Environment Agency 

which is working with farmers in the Upper Aire catchment 

between Malham and Keighley. 

The Project aims to address the failure of some of the 

watercourses in the Upper Aire catchment to meet Good 

Ecological Status under the EU Water Framework Directive.  This 

failure is adversely affecting water quality, fish and other native 

wildlife.  It is due to sediment and diffuse pollution, particularly 

phosphates, as well as to the presence of non-native species such 

as Giant Hogweed.  At the start of the Project we carried out 

comprehensive river corridor surveys to identify the scale of these 

problems.   

Erosion and increased sediment is frequently caused by the lack of 

fencing and buffer strips and intensive grazing of riverbanks, with 

stock drinking from watercourses.  This is exacerbated by the fine 

loamy soils which predominate in the catchment and are sensitive 

to erosion. Invasive plants also increase the risk when they die 

back in the winter leaving bare ground. 

Diffuse pollution inputs from farm manures and fertilisers can be 

due to a lack of nutrient planning, poor timing of spreading, and 

farm infrastructure problems including lack of clean and dirty 

water separation. Dealing with these issues often has double 

benefits, saving the farmer money as well as benefiting the 

catchment... 
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We have been working with farmers in the Upper Aire 

since 2011, providing: 

¶ Free advice including Whole Farm Appraisals and 
Farm Infrastructure Audits. 

¶ Free help with Nutrient Planning by FACTS qualified 
advisers, including free soil and slurry sampling and 
analysis. 

¶ CŀǊƳ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ άŎŀǘŎƘƳŜƴǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅέ ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎ 
practices, focusing particularly on grassland and 
slurry management. 

¶ Carrying out and helping to fund a range of physical 
improvements on farms including riverbank 
restoration and fencing, woodland planting and 
hedge restoration, and providing alternative off-
stream stock drinking points, with animal health 
benefits. To date the project has funded £56,750 of 
capital works with more planned. 

To help fund the physical improvements on farms we have 

been able to draw in over £170,000 of additional funding 

and support from a range of organisations including the 

Forestry Commission, Landfill Tax, Woodland Trust, Natural 

England & Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust.  The work on 

the ground has been undertaken either by local contractors, 

or with help from volunteers organised by the Yorkshire 

Wildlife Trust and from the Forest of Bradford.  

Environmental improvements on farms will benefit 

nationally important wildlife species including otter, brown 

trout and white-clawed crayfish. 

Background So, what have we been doing.. 

We have a limited number of advisory visits available until March 2015. Contact Phil Lyth for 
more information on 0771 3333 170. 

Look out for details of future events in early 2015. 
 



 

Achievements to date.. 

 ¶ Advised on 43 farms covering 7,500 hectares (18,500 acres) of 
land. 

¶ Prepared Nutrient Management Plans on 12 farms. 

¶ Organised 9 farm events. 

¶ Carried out invasive plant control using the Environment 
!ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ¢ŜŀƳ ϧ ¸ƻǊƪǎƘƛǊŜ LƴǾŀǎƛǾŜ {ǇŜŎƛŜǎ CƻǊǳƳΦ 

¶ Organised and funded improvement works on 17 individual 
farms including: 

¶ 250 metres of hedge restoration. 
 
 

¶ отр ƳŜǘǊŜǎ ƻŦ άƎǊŜŜƴέ riverbank restoration using willow 
spiling. 

 

 
 
 

¶ Re-graded two badly eroding sections of riverbank on the Aire 
and Otterburn Beck. 
 

Before: 
 

 
 

After: 
 

 
 

 

¶ Excluded stock from over 7km of watercourse by fencing 
and providing alternative stock drinking. 

 

 
 

Drinking bay on River Aire at Steeton Ings  
Before:  sediment and livestock faeces could enter the water 

 

After: River was fenced off and pasture pump installed instead 
of drinking bay. The smaller concrete base allows the whole 
system to be picked up and moved if required. 

 

¶ Created over 24 hectares (nearly 60 acres) of woodland 
by planting over 27,000 trees. 

 



Woodland for Water? 

Planting new woodland alongside watercourses, and in other strategic locations within the catchment, can have many benefits, 
including: 

¶ Protecting riverbanks from erosion. 

¶ Reducing runoff during heavy rain and increasing the amount of water which soaks into the soil.  

¶ Providing a new wildlife and game habitat, and shelter to improve the performance of farm livestock. 
 

Lƴ нлмоκмп ǘƘŜ CƻǊŜǎǘǊȅ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ά²ƻƻŘƭŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ²ŀǘŜǊέ ǎŎƘŜƳŜ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ŀƴ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ ϻпΣуллκƘŀ ǿƛǘƘ no loss of Single Farm 
Payment for creating new woodlands in locations which benefited water, and this helped to fund several projects in the catchment.  
 It is likely that a similar Forestry Commission scheme will be open for applications from January ς March 2015, so please contact 
Phil on 0771 3333 170 as soon as possible if you are interested in help with submitting an application.   

 

  
Achievements to date.. 

 
Bankside poaching on the River Aire around an area used as 
drinking bay. Before: 

 
After: River bank was fenced and adjacent area re-seeded with 
astonishing results within one year. 

 
The project has funded 1400m of water pipe and 6 water 
troughs on one farm on the River Aire to enable fresh water to 
be brought to the fields from a spring fed reservoir on the 
adjoining hillside. The river bank has been fenced with flood 
fencing to prevent livestock from entering the river in the 
future and an old drinking bay has been piped and filled in. 

 
 
 

Bank erosion on Broughton Beck has been caused by water 
cutting behind bank side trees. To prevent further erosion, trees 
were coppiced and trunks and brash used to shore up the eroding 
bank. 
 

 

Leaky Dams 
One of the projects we are currently undertaking on a trial basis, 

at the top of the Otterburn Beck catchment, is the creation of 

άƭŜŀƪȅ ŘŀƳǎέ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀƛƳ ƻŦ ǊŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ ŦƭƻƻŘ ǊǳƴƻŦŦ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

associated loss of sediment by erosion.  The principle is that a 

series of small dams which are not fully watertight are created in 

ditches and where water flows over land in heavy rain.  These fill 

up during the rain providing some flood storage, and then empty 

ǎƭƻǿƭȅΣ ǘƘǳǎ ǊŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άŦƭƻƻŘ ǇŜŀƪέ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ 

catchment. This type of approach has been used very effectively 

in Northumberland to reduce the incidence of flooding in the 

village of Belford.  If our initial work is effective, we hope to do 

more of this in the catchment in the future.  

 


